[Physiology and pathophysiology of erectile dysfunction. A modern contrivance?].
Notions and hypotheses of the pathophysiologic process in erectile dysfunction--its errors and embarrassment--are focused on beginning with Aristotle and continued in the Renaissance and the Enlightenment. Only in the middle of the nineteenth century was there recognition of the central role of relaxation of the trabecular muscles. It took another 100 years until we had a useful treatment option at hand.